
THE DUTCH PARLIAMENT: IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE WITHOUT ‘ADOPT AN SDG’

Two years after the launch of the SDGs, on 25 September 2017, our campaign hit the ground running, 
introducing 17 MPs as adoptive parents of various SDGs. In 2018, the number of adoptive parents rose to 26 
MPs. In political debates, in interviews and at events, you can hear the ‘SDG adoptive parents’ enthusiastically 
discuss their goals, ranging from the promotion of sustainable consumption and production, ending extreme 
poverty worldwide or improving the position of women and girls, to ensuring access to good education in 
the Netherlands and abroad. Through concrete proposals, motions, oral and written questions and other 
parliamentary initiatives, the adoptive parents contribute to the achievement of the 17 goals. 

Around forty civil society organisations in the domain of development cooperation and sustainability participate 
in the campaign, either independently or through networks. They provide the MPs with knowledge, expertise 
and ideas at the right moment. The current Rutte-III government wants the Netherlands to contribute 
substantially to achieving the SDGs worldwide. After more than a year of campaigning we are pleased to 
announce that 26 MPs are keeping the cabinet focused in its commitment to the SDG’s!

In 2019, the MPs will be introduced to a new tool, the so called SDG Assessment Tool. Through clever use 
of this tool, they can improve their monitoring task. The assessment tool is designed to provide insight into 
how new policies, laws and regulations contribute to the achievement of the 17 goals, whether this concerns 
agriculture, energy policy, development cooperation or any other policy area. The SDG Assessment Tool is a 
visible and concrete result of the ‘Adopt an SDG campaign!

ADOPT AN SDG: FACTS & FIGURES 

Number of participating MPs: 26

Political parties involved: SP, SGP, ChristenUnie, PvdA, CDA, 
D66, GroenLinks, 50Plus
Three of them are coalition parties and five opposition parties.

Represented in the following Standing Parliamentary 
Committees: Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation; 
Foreign Affairs; Infrastructure and Water Management; 
Economic Affairs and Climate Policy; Finance; Social Affairs 
and Employment; Justice and Security; Education, Culture and 
Science; Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality

Number of civil society organisations and platforms 
participating in the campaign: 39
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I M PAC T  S TO R Y  S D G  1 4  A N D  1 5 : 
THE COMMITMENT OF TJEERD DE GROOT TO LIFE UNDER WATER AND ON LAND 

Tjeerd de Groot (D66) has participated in the ‘Adopt an SDG’ campaign since the very beginning. It was with total 
conviction that he adopted SDG 14 (life under water) 15 (life on land) and incorporated them in his parliamentary 
activities. Rather than just paying lip service to the goals, Tjeerd ‘walks the talk’ and focuses on the content 
of his goals. For example, as a proof of his commitment to SDG 14 he introduced an initiative paper ‘Leve 
de Noordzee’ (Long live the North Sea). In this paper, he advocates a sustainable future for both fish and 
fishermen in the North Sea. Proving his commitment to SDG 15, Tjeerd always makes a strong case for the 
introduction of circular agriculture and the preservation of biodiversity. During the so-called Night of the UN 
in Amsterdam on 5 November 2018, Tjeerd motivated young people to adopt their own SDG and to commit 
themselves to sustainable development. 

IMPACT STORY SDG 5: 
6 MPs HAVE COMMITTED TO IMPROVING THE POSITION OF WOMEN 

AND GIRLS 

SDG 5 (on gender equality and empowering women and girls worldwide) is the number 
one goal that stands out when it comes to the sheer number of adoptive parents. With 

a total of 6 MPs, Kirsten van den Hul (PvdA), Lilianne Ploumen (PvdA), Achraf Bouali 
(D66), Isabelle Diks (GroenLinks), Anne Kuik (CDA) and Leonie Sázias (50PLUS) have made 
a visible commitment to this goal, through their participation in the Multiparty Initiative 

on Gender, among other things. Isabelle Diks, for example, advocated extra investment 
to achieve SDG 5 via the EU’s Multiannual Financial Framework. Kirsten van den 
Hul brought the goal to the attention of the government in a committee meeting on 
Emancipation in Education. She emphasised the importance of proper data collection. 

Most recently, parliamentarians Bouali and Kuik jointly demonstrated their commitment 
to SDG 5 through a budget proposal aimed at combating child marriages: ‘Geef meisjes een 

toekomst’ (Give girls a future). Bouali argued; ‘Everyone must have the right to choose 
whether to marry, with whom and when’. 
With six adoptive parents for SDG 5, we expect many more campaigns to improve the 
position of women and girls worldwide! 

IMPACT STORY SDG 6: 
THE ‘REGISTERED PARTNERSHIP’ OF VAN BRENK AND STOFFER FOR ACCESS TO 
WATER 

‘Adopt an SDG’ not only led to individual political commitments to the SDGs, but also to a true cross-party 
partnership. MPs Corrie van Brenk (50PLUS) and Chris Stoffer (SGP), after each having individually adopted 
SDG 6, gladly discovered that they were not alone and decided to join forces. They regularly work together in 
both the Committee on Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation and the Committee on Infrastructure 
and Water Management, to promote sustainable water management and access to clean drinking water. 
During the debate on the budget for Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, Stoffer underlined their 
joint commitment to SDG 6 by asking the government for a convincing plan and corresponding budget to 
achieve this goal. To underline his point, Stoffer tabled a motion on this theme, also on behalf of Van Brenk. 
The two also worked together on a motion which addressed the Minister of Infrastructure and Water 
Management, asking the government to showcase Dutch knowledge and expertise in the area of water 
management all over the world. Both motions were adopted by parliament. We are, of course, very happy 
with this outcome, and also more than a little proud that the Adopt an SDG campaign has helped to establish 
this partnership. Keep up the good work!
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